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West Central and Southwest Florida Climate Summary for Winter 2017-18
  

Meteorological winter 2017-18 (December/January/February) across West Central and Southwest Florida started out a little warm in December, then 
turned cool for much of January before returning to very warm in February.  Temperatures for the winter averaged about 1 to 4 degrees Fahrenheit 
above normal thanks to the warm weather in February, while rainfall for the winter was near to well below normal and ranged from about 3.5 to 8.5 
inches across the area.  Portions of the Tampa Bay region north into the Nature Coast saw rainfall close to normal, while other parts of the area saw 
less than 50 percent of normal rainfall during this past winter (see images on following pages). 
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Temperatures averaged mostly in the 60s, or about 1 to 4 degrees above normal, across the region during December 2017.  In January 2018 cooler 
weather set in with averages in 50s and lower 60s which were about 1 to 5 degrees below normal.  For February 2018 high pressure setup over the area 
with averages about 7 to 11 degrees above normal, in the upper 60s to mid 70s, making this February the warmest on record at several sites. 
 

                                                                                
                          Dec Average Temperature (°F)              Dec Dep fm Normal (°F)                                                      Jan Average Temperature (°F)              Jan Dep fm Normal (°F) 
 
 

                                                                                
                          Feb Average Temperature (°F)               Feb Dep fm Normal (°F)                                                    Winter 2017-18 Avg Temp (°F)         Winter 2017-18 Dep fm Normal (°F) 
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Rainfall was rather sparse at times, especially during December and February when most of the area was well below normal. Only a few locations in 
Levy, Highlands, Charlotte, and Lee Counties saw near to above normal rainfall in December.  During January there were a few decent rain events which 
placed much of the Tampa Bay region north into Nature Coast above normal while other areas like Lee County remained well below normal.  
 
 

              
            December Rainfall (in.)                                  December Percent of Normal (%)                                           January Rainfall (in.)                                       January Percent of Normal (%) 
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For February there was a decent rain event during the first week around the Tampa Bay area and Levy County, otherwise it was a dry month with many 
areas receiving less than 50 percent of normal rainfall. Overall for the winter the region generally saw below normal rainfall with amounts ranging from 
less than 4 inches in some parts of the interior and southwest Florida to over 8 inches across northern portions of Levy county and in some parts of the 
Tampa Bay area.  
 
 

            
            February Rainfall (in.)                                      February Percent of Normal (%)                                             Winter Rainfall (in.)                                      Winter Percent of Normal (%) 

 
 
 
On the following pages are tables with the daily, monthly, and seasonal stats for some locations across the area. 
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